Staying connected

Sun 20th DEC ‘20
week 40

Dear Friends,
During this most unusual of Christmases I pray that
you all have a safe & blessed time. On Christmas
morning we would love to see you from 9.30 to
10.15 as we enjoy a Carol Zoom. After 40 weeks,
next weekend there will be no Staying Connected,
but it will be back on 3rd Jan 2021.
After a very difficult year it is lovely to read on page
2 from Sylvia & Susie.
May the joy of the LORD truly be our strength in the
uncertain days ahead. Bless you all, Haz

Using our Christmas theme SHARE
THE LIGHT, we have looked at
HOPE, LOVE & PEACE. This week
our focus moves on to JOY.
When the rough sleeping shepherds
saw an angel of the LORD they were
terrified, but the angel said to them in
Luke 2:10, “Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great
joy for all people”. The theme of joy
is central to the Christmas story & to
the Christian faith. Jesus said in John
15:11, “These things I have spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be full (or
complete)”. Joy is the second “fruit of
the Spirit” mentioned in Gal 5:22. It’s
sad to see miserable looking people
who claim to be Christians. If they
have no joy, where is their strength as
per Nehemiah’s words in 8:10, “the
joy of the LORD is your strength”.

Portstewart contacted Helen to say that they had felt
led to send a gift towards a project or something for the
children at Christmas! When Helen mentioned the
“bags of hope”, they were delighted as the mum has 2
young children & is a teacher herself. Here was joy
from knowing that whilst we were being obedient to
God & the Great Commission in these uncertain times,
by doing something I’d never done before, God was
coming along side us to help provide the funding.

whilst I was sad at her passing, I had
an incredible inner peace & a sense of
joy knowing that she had gone to her
heavenly home. I read recently, “Joy is
the settled assurance that God is in control
of every detail of your life, & the quiet The Christmas story shows 3 things that are
confidence that ultimately everything will barriers to having, or that may steal our joy.
be alright. Joy is a determined choice to
(1) Anxiety. In Luke 1:29-30 Mary was “greatly
praise God in all things”.
troubled” & the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid”.
Obedience to God in times of Mary in v47 in translation says, “My spirit finds its joy
uncertainty brings joy. The Magi’s in God, my Saviour”. When we focus on God He
difficult perilous journey travelling removes our anxiety, He gives us peace & joy.
for many months were “overjoyed” (2) Resentment over a hurt. When Joseph found
when they saw Jesus. This week it out that Mary was pregnant he must have felt wounded
was a real joy to give out 170 “Bags of & betrayed. He didn't seek retaliation or revenge but
Hope” to the children in Pool House, was minded to quietly divorce her, Mt 1:19, but having
knowing that if each child or mum or had his character tested, an angel of the LORD spoke to
dad read those books they would him in a dream. Joseph believed & was obedient to the
understand what the true meaning of instructions given to him.
Christmas is. Please do pray that (3) Confusion. The Christmas story is full of joy,
they will read them and ask anxiety & fear, but also full of confusion. In fact
more searching questions about everyone at some stage gets confused except the angels.
Christmas & Jesus. As these bags Mary was confused, Joseph was confused, Zechariah
were being prepared I was aware that and Elizabeth were confused, Herod was confused and
the costs of doing 170 of them was even the Wise Men were confused & didn't know
growing significantly. I shared this which direction to go in Mt 2. Our confusion is cleared
with Helen as a prayer point & we when we read God’s Word, Ps 119:105 “Your word is
said nothing to anyone else. Within 2 a lamp to my feet & a light to my path” and allow the
days a young couple back in Holy Spirit to guide us as we are filled with joy.
Portstewart contacted Helen to say

Joy is an emotion, it is different from
happiness. When life's significant
challenges come along and external
circumstances adversely affect us, we
may understandably not be happy, but
joy is internal. At my mother’s funeral
whilst I was sad at her passing, I had an
incredible inner peace and a sense of that they had felt led to send a gift
joy knowing that she had gone to her towards a project or something for
heavenly home. I read recently, “Joy is the children at Christmas! When
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A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND
BLESSED NEW YEAR TO YOU
ALL.
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